
Ann Parkes

We are sad to 
announce the death 

of one of our 
Trustees.

Ann Parkes was 
remarkable for the 
unobtrusive way in 
which she provided 
practical help to all 

those around 
her, not least to the 
Bishop's Trust, on 
which she will be 

much missed.

Fund Raising 
Successes 

2006

Many thanks to the 
fund raising 

committee and their 
many volunteer 

helpers.
Who raised in 

excess of £3,100!!!

There were also an 
additional £15,120 
of donations made 

to the Trust last 
year

Easy Ways to Raise Funds by using the internet!
Internet shopping – Access retail websites through the internet site 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk.   Once you have registered your details and 
chosen St Thomas as your nominated charity (look under “T” for The 
Bishops Trust for St Thomas’s Parkgate), the Trust will receive a 
percentage of the purchases you make (up to 15%) or a donation from the 
retailer.
Search Engines – Instead of logging on to your usual engine use 
www.everyclick.com  As soon as you have registered your details and 
chosen your charity, the Bishops Trust will receive a small donation every 
time you use it.

Using these sites will not cost you a penny, so give them a go!!
Stop Press
Parkgate has been entered for the Community Pride/Best Kept Village 
competition by the Parkgate Society.  This will be judged between
April and September this year.
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                                           What Next?

All of you will be wondering what’s happening with the restoration of
St Thomas’s, as the first phase to restore the structural integrity of the 
building was completed some time ago.   
We have received estimates for the cost of the extensions and the 
modernisation of the church interior.   The cost of the extensions and 
modernisation work is around £210,000.  We have £63,000 towards this 
and have made an application to the “Big Lottery Fund” for the outstanding 
monies required.
 We will find out in May if we have made it through the first round.  If 
successful we will progress through to the more rigorous phase two of the 
application process.  This grant is not available to projects which are 
underway, so we have to wait until we know if we have been successful 
before we embark on phase two of the project.
Look out on the Parkgate notice board for more details



Odds & Ends
The church yard remains open for you to enjoy the grounds.  Please help us to keep it tidy.  We 
are indebted to the small band of volunteers who maintain it.
Our PO Box 80 has given us some cause for alarm, as some post has not got through to us.  We 
have sorted out the problem.  If you have written to us and have not had an acknowledgment, 
then please try again.
Our website has been updated. www.stthomasparkgate.co.uk

The last year.
We, the Trustees, had planned to start phase 2 of the renovation and 
refurbishment in Spring 2006 and were at the stage of seeking tenders 
when we heard that a new grant was being launched that would suit our 
project.  The grant, called The Big Lottery Community Buildings, 
released in July 2006 was too good to miss.  Grant rules prohibit any 
building work whilst application is under consideration.  We went 
through a detailed stage 1 application and are awaiting the result.  There 
is hot competition for this grant and many deserving cases, and money is 
allocated on an all or nothing basis, meaning that if the application is 
successful then our project can be completed in full with small extensions 
to the building as planned.  If unsuccessful we get no assistance, but we 
have enough money in hand, £63,000, to carry out part of the work, and 
possibly open the building without all our plans being met, and with a 

reduced range of activities

Contact us at:
The Bishops Trust for 
St.Thomas’s 
P.O.BOX 80,
Parkgate,
Neston,
CH64 6WE

website
www.stthomasparkgate.co.uk

email
sthomasparkgate@hotmail.com
Heritage  336 5056 Malcolm
Fundraising  336 6146 Anne
Donations/gift aid  353 0701   
Michael
Church matters  336  7838    David
Volunteers  336 3675 Beryl

Community use please email

Total Funds Raised So Far to 
Feb  2007
£208,280
Thank you & well done to all our supporters

Views of Parkgate
Greetings Cards available
By ringing Yvonne 336 4369
or Anne 336 6146
3 scenes,  quality cards
£5 for pack of 10

Events Diary 2007
3rd February – Attic Sale raised £650
Sponsored half Marathon in May
16th June – Tea and Scones in St Thomas 
Grounds
8th July – Cricket Club charity day
15 / 16th September – Friends of St Thomas 
BBQ
Date TBC December – Carols

Community use?
Once phase two of the project is complete the 
church will be available for use by community 
based groups.  If you run or are about to set up 
such a group and are interested in using the hall in 
the future please email us at 
stthomasparkgate@hotmail.com

How can you help
We will shortly be needing skills in designing & 
setting up a display collection of items and 
historical researches relating to Parkgate; in 
designing kitchen requirements, and the general 
interior of the building etc.  If anyone would like to 
help with this planning or would like to donate 
items of historical interest, please contact us. We 
have had some items donated already, including 
photographs and an interesting carved prayer stone 
from a very old local building.We will also require 
volunteers when the building opens. Now is the 
time to make contact & volunteer your services.


